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DETAILED ACTION 

Acknowledgements 

1 . Claims 1-6, 8-12, 14-19 and 21-25 are currently pending and have been examined. 

2. This Office Action is responsive to the amendment filed on May 02, 2008. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-6, 8-12, 14-19 and 21-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ganesan (US Pub. No.: 2002/0019814 Al) ("Ganesan") in view of Ginter et 
al. (US Patent No.: 5,910,987) ("Ginter"). 

Referring to claim 1 , Ganesan discloses the following: 

a) a license server providing a license for utilizing content (see at least figures 7, 14, 
paragraphs 0014-0015, 0231); 

b) a terminal requesting the license from the license server, obtaining the license, and 
utilizing the content based on the license (see at least abstract, paragraphs 0009-0010, 0016, 
0044, 0090), 
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Ganesan does not expressly discloses duplicate-license determination means for determining 
whether or not the license requested by the terminal from the license server duplicates a license 
already held by the terminal; license-duplication reporting means for reporting license 
duplication indicating that the license requested by the terminal from the license server 
duplicates a license already held by the terminal according to the determination result by the 
duplicate-license determination means. 

Ginter discloses duplicate-license determination means for determining whether or not the 
license requested by the terminal from the license server duplicates a license already held by the 
terminal (see at least abstract & column 34, lines 1-36, column 37, lines 3-34, column 55, lines 
48-67, column 59, lines 17-34, column 87, lines 20-55, column 120, lines 37-67, column 128, 
lines 52-67, column 159, lines 16-35, column 171, lines 13-44, column 266, lines 2-17, column 
275, lines 43-67, column 277, lines 1-49, column 279, lines 6-21-weather to acquire a license or 
further license means can be copy or new or duplicate); license-duplication reporting means for 
reporting license duplication indicating that the license requested by the terminal from the 
license server duplicates a license already held by the terminal according to the determination 
result by the duplicate-license determination means (see at least abstract & column 34, lines 1- 
36, column 37, lines 3-34, column 55, lines 48-67, column 59, lines 17-34, column 87, lines 20- 
55, column 120, lines 37-67, column 128, lines 52-67, column 159, lines 16-35, column 171, 
lines 13-44, column 266, lines 2-17, column 275, lines 43-67, column 277, lines 1-49, column 
279, lines 6-21-weather to acquire a license or further license means can be copy or new or 
duplicate). 
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Therefore, at the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to have modified of Ganesan for a method and system for specifying 
rights in a digital rights license according to events with the features of Ginter for a system and 
method for secure transaction management and electronic rights protection in order to provide a 
trusted environment for generating decryption key keys, encrypting and decrypting information, 
managing the secure communication of keys and other information between electronic 
appliances. 

Referring to claim 2 , Ganesan does not expressly discloses duplicate-license determination 
means for determining whether or not a license requested from the license server duplicates an 
already available license; license-duplication reporting means for reporting license duplication 
indicating that the license requested from the license server duplicates an already available 
license according to the determination result by the duplicate-license determination means. 

Ginter discloses duplicate-license determination means for determining whether or not a 
license requested from the license server duplicates an already available license (see at least 
abstract & column 34, lines 1-36, column 37, lines 3-34, column 55, lines 48-67, column 59, 
lines 17-34, column 87, lines 20-55, column 120, lines 37-67, column 128, lines 52-67, column 
159, lines 16-35, column 171, lines 13-44, column 266, lines 2-17, column 275, lines 43-67, 
column 277, lines 1-49, column 279, lines 6-21 -weather to acquire a license or further license 
means can be copy or new or duplicate); license-duplication reporting means for reporting 
license duplication indicating that the license requested from the license server duplicates an 
already available license according to the determination result by the duplicate-license 
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determination means (see at least abstract & column 34, lines 1-36, column 37, lines 3-34, 
column 55, lines 48-67, column 59, lines 17-34, column 87, lines 20-55, column 120, lines 37- 
67, column 128, lines 52-67, column 159, lines 16-35, column 171, lines 13-44, column 266, 
lines 2-17, column 275, lines 43-67, column 277, lines 1-49, column 279, lines 6-21-weather to 
acquire a license or further license means can be copy or new or duplicate). 

Therefore, at the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to have modified of Ganesan for a method and system for specifying 
rights in a digital rights license according to events with the features of Ginter for a system and 
method for secure transaction management and electronic rights protection in order to provide a 
trusted environment for generating decryption key keys, encrypting and decrypting information, 
managing the secure communication of keys and other information between electronic 
appliances. 

Referring to claim 3 , Ganesan does not expressly discloses purchase-requesting means for 
requesting a purchase of the license from the license server according to an operation of a user, 
wherein the duplicate-license determination means determines whether or not the license to be 
purchased duplicates an already available license after or before the purchase-requesting means 
requests a purchase of the license from the license server. 

Ginter discloses purchase-requesting means for requesting a purchase of the license from the 
license server according to an operation of a user, wherein the duplicate-license determination 
means determines whether or not the license to be purchased duplicates an already available 
license after or before the purchase-requesting means requests a purchase of the license from the 
license server (see at least abstract & column 34, lines 1-36, column 37, lines 3-34, column 55, 



Application/Control Number: 10/507,210 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3621 

lines 48-67, column 59, lines 17-34, column 87, lines 20-55, column 120, lines 37-67, column 
128, lines 52-67, column 159, lines 16-35, column 171, lines 13-44, column 266, lines 2-17, 
column 275, lines 43-67, column 277, lines 1-49, column 279, lines 6-21-weather to acquire a 
license or further license means can be copy or new or duplicate). 

Therefore, at the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to have modified of Ganesan for a method and system for specifying 
rights in a digital rights license according to events with the features of Ginter for a system and 
method for secure transaction management and electronic rights protection in order to provide a 
trusted environment for generating decryption key keys, encrypting and decrypting information, 
managing the secure communication of keys and other information between electronic 
appliances. 

Referring to claim 4 , Ganesan does not expressly discloses confirming means for confirming 
whether or not a license which duplicates an already available license is purchased when license 
duplication is reported by the license-duplication reporting means. 

Ginter discloses confirming means for confirming whether or not a license which duplicates 
an already available license is purchased when license duplication is reported by the license- 
duplication reporting means (see at least abstract & column 34, lines 1-36, column 37, lines 3-34, 
column 55, lines 48-67, column 59, lines 17-34, column 87, lines 20-55, column 120, lines 37- 
67, column 128, lines 52-67, column 159, lines 16-35, column 171, lines 13-44, column 266, 
lines 2-17, column 275, lines 43-67, column 277, lines 1-49, column 279, lines 6-21-weather to 
acquire a license or further license means can be copy or new or duplicate). 
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Therefore, at the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to have modified of Ganesan for a method and system for specifying 
rights in a digital rights license according to events with the features of Ginter for a system and 
method for secure transaction management and electronic rights protection in order to provide a 
trusted environment for generating decryption key keys, encrypting and decrypting information, 
managing the secure communication of keys and other information between electronic 
appliances. 

Referring to claim 5 , Ganesan further discloses license-identification-information acquiring 
means for acquiring license identification information of a license required to utilize content 
from the license server (see at least abstract, paragraphs 0009-0010, 0016, 0044, 0090). 

Ganesan does not expressly discloses license-list storage means for storing a license list of 
licenses already purchased, wherein the duplicate-license determination means determines 
whether or not a license requested from the license server duplicates an already available license 
by comparing the license identification information acquired by the license-identification- 
information acquiring means with the license list stored by the license-list storage means. 

Ginter discloses license-list storage means for storing a license list of licenses already 
purchased, wherein the duplicate-license determination means determines whether or not a 
license requested from the license server duplicates an already available license by comparing 
the license identification information acquired by the license-identification-information acquiring 
means with the license list stored by the license-list storage means (see at least abstract & 
column 34, lines 1-36, column 37, lines 3-34, column 55, lines 48-67, column 59, lines 17-34, 
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column 87, lines 20-55, column 120, lines 37-67, column 128, lines 52-67, column 159, lines 16- 
35, column 171, lines 13-44, column 266, lines 2-17, column 275, lines 43-67, column 277, lines 
1-49, column 279, lines 6-21 -weather to acquire a license or further license means can be copy or 
new or duplicate). 

Therefore, at the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to have modified of Ganesan for a method and system for specifying 
rights in a digital rights license according to events with the features of Ginter for a system and 
method for secure transaction management and electronic rights protection in order to provide a 
trusted environment for generating decryption key keys, encrypting and decrypting information, 
managing the secure communication of keys and other information between electronic 
appliances. 



Referring to claim 6 , Ganesan discloses the following: 

a) requesting a license from a license server providing the license for utilizing 

content (see abstract, column 24, lines 1-24, column 32, lines 31-58, column 128, lines 52-67); 

b) obtaining the license (see abstract, column 24, lines 1-24, column 32, lines 31-58, column 
128, lines 52-67); 

c) utilizing the content based on the license (see abstract, column 24, lines 1-24, column 32, 
lines 31-58, column 128, lines 52-67). 

Ganesan does not expressly discloses of determining whether or not a license requested from 
the license server duplicates an already available license; reporting license duplication indicating 
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that the license requested from the license server duplicates an already available license 
according to the determination result in determining step. 

Ginter discloses of determining whether or not a license requested from the license server 
duplicates an already available license (see at least abstract & column 34, lines 1-36, column 37, 
lines 3-34, column 55, lines 48-67, column 59, lines 17-34, column 87, lines 20-55, column 120, 
lines 37-67, column 128, lines 52-67, column 159, lines 16-35, column 171, lines 13-44, column 
266, lines 2-17, column 275, lines 43-67, column 277, lines 1-49, column 279, lines 6-21- 
weather to acquire a license or further license means can be copy or new or duplicate); reporting 
license duplication indicating that the license requested from the license server duplicates an 
already available license according to the determination result in determining step (see at least 
abstract & column 34, lines 1-36, column 37, lines 3-34, column 55, lines 48-67, column 59, 
lines 17-34, column 87, lines 20-55, column 120, lines 37-67, column 128, lines 52-67, column 
159, lines 16-35, column 171, lines 13-44, column 266, lines 2-17, column 275, lines 43-67, 
column 277, lines 1-49, column 279, lines 6-21 -weather to acquire a license or further license 
means can be copy or new or duplicate). 

Therefore, at the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to have modified of Ganesan for a method and system for specifying 
rights in a digital rights license according to events with the features of Ginter for a system and 
method for secure transaction management and electronic rights protection in order to provide a 
trusted environment for generating decryption key keys, encrypting and decrypting information, 
managing the secure communication of keys and other information between electronic 
appliances. 
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Referring to claim 8 , Ganesan discloses the following: 

a) requesting a license from a license server providing the license for utilizing 

content (see abstract, column 24, lines 1-24, column 32, lines 31-58, column 128, lines 52-67); 

b) obtaining the license (see abstract, column 24, lines 1-24, column 32, lines 31-58, column 
128, lines 52-67); 

c) utilizing the content based on the license (see abstract, column 24, lines 1-24, column 32, 
lines 31-58, column 128, lines 52-67). 

Ganesan does not expressly discloses of determining whether or not a license requested from 
the license server duplicates an already available license; reporting license duplication indicating 
that the license requested from the license server duplicates an already available license 
according to the determination result in determining step. 

Ginter discloses of determining whether or not a license requested from the license server 
duplicates an already available license (see at least abstract & column 34, lines 1-36, column 37, 
lines 3-34, column 55, lines 48-67, column 59, lines 17-34, column 87, lines 20-55, column 120, 
lines 37-67, column 128, lines 52-67, column 159, lines 16-35, column 171, lines 13-44, column 
266, lines 2-17, column 275, lines 43-67, column 277, lines 1-49, column 279, lines 6-21- 
weather to acquire a license or further license means can be copy or new or duplicate); reporting 
license duplication indicating that the license requested from the license server duplicates an 
already available license according to the determination result in determining step (see at least 
abstract & column 34, lines 1-36, column 37, lines 3-34, column 55, lines 48-67, column 59, 
lines 17-34, column 87, lines 20-55, column 120, lines 37-67, column 128, lines 52-67, column 
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159, lines 16-35, column 171, lines 13-44, column 266, lines 2-17, column 275, lines 43-67, 
column 277, lines 1-49, column 279, lines 6-21 -weather to acquire a license or further license 
means can be copy or new or duplicate). 

Therefore, at the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to have modified of Ganesan for a method and system for specifying 
rights in a digital rights license according to events with the features of Ginter for a system and 
method for secure transaction management and electronic rights protection in order to provide a 
trusted environment for generating decryption key keys, encrypting and decrypting information, 
managing the secure communication of keys and other information between electronic 
appliances. 

Referring to claim 9 , Ganesan discloses determination-result receiving means for receiving 
from the license server a result of determination as to whether or not a license requested from the 
license server duplicates an already available license (see at least paragraphs 0017, 0072, 0124). 

Ganesan does not expressly discloses license-duplication reporting means for reporting 
license duplication indicating that the license requested from the license server duplicates an 
already available license according to the result of determination as to license duplication 
received by the determination-result receiving means. 

Ginter discloses license-duplication reporting means for reporting license duplication 
indicating that the license requested from the license server duplicates an already available 
license according to the result of determination as to license duplication received by the 
determination-result receiving means (see at least abstract & column 34, lines 1-36, column 37, 
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lines 3-34, column 55, lines 48-67, column 59, lines 17-34, column 87, lines 20-55, column 120, 
lines 37-67, column 128, lines 52-67, column 159, lines 16-35, column 171, lines 13-44, column 
266, lines 2-17, column 275, lines 43-67, column 277, lines 1-49, column 279, lines 6-21- 
weather to acquire a license or further license means can be copy or new or duplicate). 

Therefore, at the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to have modified of Ganesan for a method and system for specifying 
rights in a digital rights license according to events with the features of Ginter for a system and 
method for secure transaction management and electronic rights protection in order to provide a 
trusted environment for generating decryption key keys, encrypting and decrypting information, 
managing the secure communication of keys and other information between electronic 
appliances. 

Referring to claim 10 , Ganesan does not expressly discloses confirming means for 
confirming whether or not a license which duplicates an already available license is purchased 
when license duplication is reported by the license-duplication reporting means. 

Ginter discloses confirming means for confirming whether or not a license which duplicates 
an already available license is purchased when license duplication is reported by the license- 
duplication reporting means (see at least abstract & column 34, lines 1-36, column 37, lines 3-34, 
column 55, lines 48-67, column 59, lines 17-34, column 87, lines 20-55, column 120, lines 37- 
67, column 128, lines 52-67, column 159, lines 16-35, column 171, lines 13-44, column 266, 
lines 2-17, column 275, lines 43-67, column 277, lines 1-49, column 279, lines 6-21-weather to 
acquire a license or further license means can be copy or new or duplicate). 
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Therefore, at the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to have modified of Ganesan for a method and system for specifying 
rights in a digital rights license according to events with the features of Ginter for a system and 
method for secure transaction management and electronic rights protection in order to provide a 
trusted environment for generating decryption key keys, encrypting and decrypting information, 
managing the secure communication of keys and other information between electronic 
appliances. 

Referring to claim 11 , Ganesan discloses contcnt-idcntification-information sending means 
for sending to the license server content identification information for identifying the content to 
be utilized, wherein the determination-result receiving means receives from the license server a 
result of determination as to whether or not the license required to utilize the content identified 
with the content identification information sent by the content-identification-information sending 
means duplicates an already available license (see at least abstract, paragraphs 0017, 0072, 
0124). 

Referring to claim 12 , Ganesan does not expressly discloses a determination-result receiving 
step of receiving from the license server a result of determination as to whether or not the license 
requested from the license server duplicates an already available license; a license-duplication 
reporting means for reporting license duplication indicating that the license requested from the 
license server duplicates an already available license according to the result of determination as 
to license duplication received by the determination-result receiving means. 
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Ginter discloses a determination-result receiving step of receiving from the license server a 
result of determination as to whether or not the license requested from the license server 
duplicates an already available license (see at least abstract & column 34, lines 1-36, column 37, 
lines 3-34, column 55, lines 48-67, column 59, lines 17-34, column 87, lines 20-55, column 120, 
lines 37-67, column 128, lines 52-67, column 159, lines 16-35, column 171, lines 13-44, column 
266, lines 2-17, column 275, lines 43-67, column 277, lines 1-49, column 279, lines 6-21- 
weather to acquire a license or further license means can be copy or new or duplicate); a license- 
duplication reporting step of reporting license duplication indicating that the license requested 
from the license server duplicates an already available license according to the result of 
determination as to license duplication received in the determination-result receiving step (see at 
least abstract & column 34, lines 1-36, column 37, lines 3-34, column 55, lines 48-67, column 
59, lines 17-34, column 87, lines 20-55, column 120, lines 37-67, column 128, lines 52-67, 
column 159, lines 16-35, column 171, lines 13-44, column 266, lines 2-17, column 275, lines 43- 
67, column 277, lines 1-49, column 279, lines 6-21 -weather to acquire a license or further license 
means can be copy or new or duplicate). 

Therefore, at the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to have modified of Ganesan for a method and system for specifying 
rights in a digital rights license according to events with the features of Ginter for a system and 
method for secure transaction management and electronic rights protection in order to provide a 
trusted environment for generating decryption key keys, encrypting and decrypting information, 
managing the secure communication of keys and other information between electronic 
appliances. 
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Referring to claim 14 , Ganesan discloses the following: 

d) requesting a license from a license server providing the license for utilizing 

content (see abstract, column 24, lines 1-24, column 32, lines 31-58, column 128, lines 52-67); 

e) obtaining the license (see abstract, column 24, lines 1-24, column 32, lines 31-58, column 
128, lines 52-67); 

f) utilizing the content based on the license (see abstract, column 24, lines 1-24, column 32, 
lines 31-58, column 128, lines 52-67). 

Ganesan does not expressly discloses of determining whether or not a license requested from 
the license server duplicates an already available license; reporting license duplication indicating 
that the license requested from the license server duplicates an already available license 
according to the determination result in receiving step. 

Ginter discloses of determining whether or not a license requested from the license server 
duplicates an already available license (see at least abstract & column 34, lines 1-36, column 37, 
lines 3-34, column 55, lines 48-67, column 59, lines 17-34, column 87, lines 20-55, column 120, 
lines 37-67, column 128, lines 52-67, column 159, lines 16-35, column 171, lines 13-44, column 
266, lines 2-17, column 275, lines 43-67, column 277, lines 1-49, column 279, lines 6-21- 
weather to acquire a license or further license means can be copy or new or duplicate); reporting 
license duplication indicating that the license requested from the license server duplicates an 
already available license according to the determination result in receiving step (see at least 
abstract & column 34, lines 1-36, column 37, lines 3-34, column 55, lines 48-67, column 59, 
lines 17-34, column 87, lines 20-55, column 120, lines 37-67, column 128, lines 52-67, column 
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159, lines 16-35, column 171, lines 13-44, column 266, lines 2-17, column 275, lines 43-67, 
column 277, lines 1-49, column 279, lines 6-21 -weather to acquire a license or further license 
means can be copy or new or duplicate). 

Therefore, at the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to have modified of Ganesan for a method and system for specifying 
rights in a digital rights license according to events with the features of Ginter for a system and 
method for secure transaction management and electronic rights protection in order to provide a 
trusted environment for generating decryption key keys, encrypting and decrypting information, 
managing the secure communication of keys and other information between electronic 
appliances. 

Referring to claim 15 , Ganesan does not expressly disclose duplicate-license determination 
means for determining whether or not the license requested by the terminal duplicates a license 
already held by the terminal; and determination-result sending means for sending a determination 
result by the duplicate-license determination means to the terminal; query means for making an 
inquiry about licenses already held by the terminal. 

Ginter discloses duplicate-license determination means for determining whether or not the 
license requested by the terminal duplicates a license already held by the terminal (see at least 
abstract & column 34, lines 1-36, column 37, lines 3-34, column 55, lines 48-67, column 59, 
lines 17-34, column 87, lines 20-55, column 120, lines 37-67, column 128, lines 52-67, column 
159, lines 16-35, column 171, lines 13-44, column 266, lines 2-17, column 275, lines 43-67, 
column 277, lines 1-49, column 279, lines 6-21 -weather to acquire a license or further license 
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means can be copy or new or duplicate); and determination-result sending means for sending a 
determination result by the duplicate-license determination means to the terminal (see at least 
abstract & column 34, lines 1-36, column 37, lines 3-34, column 55, lines 48-67, column 59, 
lines 17-34, column 87, lines 20-55, column 120, lines 37-67, column 128, lines 52-67, column 
159, lines 16-35, column 171, lines 13-44, column 266, lines 2-17, column 275, lines 43-67, 
column 277, lines 1-49, column 279, lines 6-21 -weather to acquire a license or further license 
means can be copy or new or duplicate); query means for making an inquiry about licenses 
already held by the terminal (see at least abstract & column 34, lines 1-36, column 37, lines 3-34, 
column 55, lines 48-67, column 59, lines 17-34, column 87, lines 20-55, column 120, lines 37- 
67, column 128, lines 52-67, column 159, lines 16-35, column 171, lines 13-44, column 266, 
lines 2-17, column 275, lines 43-67, column 277, lines 1-49, column 279, lines 6-21 -weather to 
acquire a license or further license means can be copy or new or duplicate). 

Therefore, at the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to have modified of Ganesan for a method and system for specifying 
rights in a digital rights license according to events with the features of Ginter for a system and 
method for secure transaction management and electronic rights protection in order to provide a 
trusted environment for generating decryption key keys, encrypting and decrypting information, 
managing the secure communication of keys and other information between electronic 
appliances. 



Referring to claim 16 , Ganesan discloses license-information storage means for storing 
information about the license provided to the terminal, wherein the query means asks the license- 
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information storage means for licenses already held by the terminal (see at least paragraphs 
0017, 0072, 0124). 

Referring to claim 17 , Ganesan discloses wherein the query means asks a management server 
managing information about the license provided to the terminal for licenses already held by the 
terminal (see at least abstract, and paragraphs 0017, 0072, 0124). 

Referring to claim 18 , Ganesan does not expressly discloses when the duplicate-license 
determination means determines that the license requested by the terminal duplicates a license 
already held by the terminal and when a message confirming purchase of the license that 
duplicates the license already held by the terminal is sent from the terminal, the license requested 
by the terminal is provided to the terminal. 

Ginter discloses when the duplicate- license determination means determines that the license 
requested by the terminal duplicates a license already held by the terminal and when a message 
confirming purchase of the license that duplicates the license already held by the terminal is sent 
from the terminal, the license requested by the terminal is provided to the terminal (see at least 
abstract & column 34, lines 1-36, column 37, lines 3-34, column 55, lines 48-67, column 59, 
lines 17-34, column 87, lines 20-55, column 120, lines 37-67, column 128, lines 52-67, column 
159, lines 16-35, column 171, lines 13-44, column 266, lines 2-17, column 275, lines 43-67, 
column 277, lines 1-49, column 279, lines 6-21 -weather to acquire a license or further license 
means can be copy or new or duplicate). 
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Therefore, at the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to have modified of Ganesan for a method and system for specifying 
rights in a digital rights license according to events with the features of Ginter for a system and 
method for secure transaction management and electronic rights protection in order to provide a 
trusted environment for generating decryption key keys, encrypting and decrypting information, 
managing the secure communication of keys and other information between electronic 
appliances. 

Referring to claim 19 , Ganesan does not expressly disclose an inquiry about licenses already 
held by the terminal; determining whether or not the license requested by the terminal duplicates 
a license already held by the terminal; sending step of sending a determination result in the 
determining step to the terminal; a query step of making an inquiry about licenses already held 
by the terminal. 

Ginter discloses an inquiry about licenses already held by the terminal (see at least abstract & 
column 34, lines 1-36, column 37, lines 3-34, column 55, lines 48-67, column 59, lines 17-34, 
column 87, lines 20-55, column 120, lines 37-67, column 128, lines 52-67, column 159, lines 16- 
35, column 171, lines 13-44, column 266, lines 2-17, column 275, lines 43-67, column 277, lines 
1-49, column 279, lines 6-21 -weather to acquire a license or further license means can be copy or 
new or duplicate); determining whether or not the license requested by the terminal duplicates a 
license already held by the terminal; sending step of sending a determination result in the 
determining step to the terminal (see at least abstract & column 34, lines 1-36, column 37, lines 
3-34, column 55, lines 48-67, column 59, lines 17-34, column 87, lines 20-55, column 120, lines 
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37-67, column 128, lines 52-67, column 159, lines 16-35, column 171, lines 13-44, column 266, 
lines 2-17, column 275, lines 43-67, column 277, lines 1-49, column 279, lines 6-21-weather to 
acquire a license or further license means can be copy or new or duplicate); a query step of 
making an inquiry about licenses already held by the terminal (see at least abstract & column 34, 
lines 1-36, column 37, lines 3-34, column 55, lines 48-67, column 59, lines 17-34, column 87, 
lines 20-55, column 120, lines 37-67, column 128, lines 52-67, column 159, lines 16-35, column 
171, lines 13-44, column 266, lines 2-17, column 275, lines 43-67, column 277, lines 1-49, 
column 279, lines 6-21-weather to acquire a license or further license means can be copy or new 
or duplicate). 

Therefore, at the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to have modified of Ganesan for a method and system for specifying 
rights in a digital rights license according to events with the features of Ginter for a system and 
method for secure transaction management and electronic rights protection in order to provide a 
trusted environment for generating decryption key keys, encrypting and decrypting information, 
managing the secure communication of keys and other information between electronic 
appliances. 

Referring to claim 21 , Ganesan does not expressly disclose an inquiry about licenses already 
held by the terminal; determining whether or not the license requested by the terminal duplicates 
a license already held by the terminal; sending step of sending a determination result in the 
determining step to the terminal; a query step of making an inquiry about licenses already held 
by the terminal. 
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Ginter discloses an inquiry about licenses already held by the terminal (see at least abstract & 
column 34, lines 1-36, column 37, lines 3-34, column 55, lines 48-67, column 59, lines 17-34, 
column 87, lines 20-55, column 120, lines 37-67, column 128, lines 52-67, column 159, lines 16- 
35, column 171, lines 13-44, column 266, lines 2-17, column 275, lines 43-67, column 277, lines 
1-49, column 279, lines 6-21 -weather to acquire a license or further license means can be copy or 
new or duplicate); determining whether or not the license requested by the terminal duplicates a 
license already held by the terminal; sending step of sending a determination result in the 
determining step to the terminal (see at least abstract & column 34, lines 1-36, column 37, lines 
3-34, column 55, lines 48-67, column 59, lines 17-34, column 87, lines 20-55, column 120, lines 
37-67, column 128, lines 52-67, column 159, lines 16-35, column 171, lines 13-44, column 266, 
lines 2-17, column 275, lines 43-67, column 277, lines 1-49, column 279, lines 6-21-weather to 
acquire a license or further license means can be copy or new or duplicate); a query step of 
making an inquiry about licenses already held by the terminal (see at least abstract & column 34, 
lines 1-36, column 37, lines 3-34, column 55, lines 48-67, column 59, lines 17-34, column 87, 
lines 20-55, column 120, lines 37-67, column 128, lines 52-67, column 159, lines 16-35, column 
171, lines 13-44, column 266, lines 2-17, column 275, lines 43-67, column 277, lines 1-49, 
column 279, lines 6-21-weather to acquire a license or further license means can be copy or new 
or duplicate). 

Therefore, at the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to have modified of Ganesan for a method and system for specifying 
rights in a digital rights license according to events with the features of Ginter for a system and 
method for secure transaction management and electronic rights protection in order to provide a 



Application/Control Number: 10/507,210 Page 22 

Art Unit: 3621 

trusted environment for generating decryption key keys, encrypting and decrypting information, 
managing the secure communication of keys and other information between electronic 
appliances. 

Referring to claim 22 , Ganesan discloses the following: 

a) a license server providing a license for utilizing content (see at least figures 7, 14, 
paragraphs 0014-0015, 0231); 

b) a terminal requesting the license from the license server, obtaining the license, and 
utilizing the content based on the license (see at least abstract, paragraphs 0009-0010, 0016, 
0044, 0090), 

Ganesan does not expressly discloses duplicate-license determination section for determining 
whether or not the license requested by the terminal from the license server duplicates a license 
already held by the terminal; license-duplication reporting section for reporting license 
duplication indicating that the license requested by the terminal from the license server 
duplicates a license already held by the terminal according to the determination result by the 
duplicate-license determination section. 

Ginter discloses duplicate-license determination section for determining whether or not the 
license requested by the terminal from the license server duplicates a license already held by the 
terminal (see at least abstract & column 34, lines 1-36, column 37, lines 3-34, column 55, lines 
48-67, column 59, lines 17-34, column 87, lines 20-55, column 120, lines 37-67, column 128, 
lines 52-67, column 159, lines 16-35, column 171, lines 13-44, column 266, lines 2-17, column 
275, lines 43-67, column 277, lines 1-49, column 279, lines 6-21-weather to acquire a license or 
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further license means can be copy or new or duplicate); license-duplication reporting section for 
reporting license duplication indicating that the license requested by the terminal from the 
license server duplicates a license already held by the terminal according to the determination 
result by the duplicate-license determination section (see at least abstract & column 34, lines 1- 
36, column 37, lines 3-34, column 55, lines 48-67, column 59, lines 17-34, column 87, lines 20- 
55, column 120, lines 37-67, column 128, lines 52-67, column 159, lines 16-35, column 171, 
lines 13-44, column 266, lines 2-17, column 275, lines 43-67, column 277, lines 1-49, column 
279, lines 6-21 -weather to acquire a license or further license means can be copy or new or 
duplicate). 

Therefore, at the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to have modified of Ganesan for a method and system for specifying 
rights in a digital rights license according to events with the features of Ginter for a system and 
method for secure transaction management and electronic rights protection in order to provide a 
trusted environment for generating decryption key keys, encrypting and decrypting information, 
managing the secure communication of keys and other information between electronic 
appliances. 

Referring to claim 23 , Ganesan does not expressly discloses duplicate-license determination 
section for determining whether or not the license requested by the terminal from the license 
server duplicates a license already held by the terminal; license-duplication reporting section for 
reporting license duplication indicating that the license requested by the terminal from the 
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license server duplicates a license already held by the terminal according to the determination 
result by the duplicate-license determination section. 

Ginter discloses duplicate-license determination section for determining whether or not the 
license requested by the terminal from the license server duplicates a license already held by the 
terminal (see at least abstract & column 34, lines 1-36, column 37, lines 3-34, column 55, lines 
48-67, column 59, lines 17-34, column 87, lines 20-55, column 120, lines 37-67, column 128, 
lines 52-67, column 159, lines 16-35, column 171, lines 13-44, column 266, lines 2-17, column 
275, lines 43-67, column 277, lines 1-49, column 279, lines 6-21-weather to acquire a license or 
further license means can be copy or new or duplicate); license-duplication reporting section for 
reporting license duplication indicating that the license requested by the terminal from the 
license server duplicates a license already held by the terminal according to the determination 
result by the duplicate-license determination section (see at least abstract & column 34, lines 1- 
36, column 37, lines 3-34, column 55, lines 48-67, column 59, lines 17-34, column 87, lines 20- 
55, column 120, lines 37-67, column 128, lines 52-67, column 159, lines 16-35, column 171, 
lines 13-44, column 266, lines 2-17, column 275, lines 43-67, column 277, lines 1-49, column 
279, lines 6-21-weather to acquire a license or further license means can be copy or new or 
duplicate). 

Therefore, at the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to have modified of Ganesan for a method and system for specifying 
rights in a digital rights license according to events with the features of Ginter for a system and 
method for secure transaction management and electronic rights protection in order to provide a 
trusted environment for generating decryption key keys, encrypting and decrypting information, 
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managing the secure communication of keys and other information between electronic 
appliances. 

Referring to claim 23 , Ganesan does not expressly discloses duplicate-license determination 
section for determining whether or not the license requested by the terminal from the license 
server duplicates a license already held by the terminal; license-duplication reporting section for 
reporting license duplication indicating that the license requested by the terminal from the 
license server duplicates a license already held by the terminal according to the determination 
result by the duplicate-license determination section. 

Ginter discloses duplicate-license determination section for determining whether or not the 
license requested by the terminal from the license server duplicates a license already held by the 
terminal (see at least abstract & column 34, lines 1-36, column 37, lines 3-34, column 55, lines 
48-67, column 59, lines 17-34, column 87, lines 20-55, column 120, lines 37-67, column 128, 
lines 52-67, column 159, lines 16-35, column 171, lines 13-44, column 266, lines 2-17, column 
275, lines 43-67, column 277, lines 1-49, column 279, lines 6-21-weather to acquire a license or 
further license means can be copy or new or duplicate); license-duplication reporting section for 
reporting license duplication indicating that the license requested by the terminal from the 
license server duplicates a license already held by the terminal according to the determination 
result by the duplicate-license determination section (see at least abstract & column 34, lines 1- 
36, column 37, lines 3-34, column 55, lines 48-67, column 59, lines 17-34, column 87, lines 20- 
55, column 120, lines 37-67, column 128, lines 52-67, column 159, lines 16-35, column 171, 
lines 13-44, column 266, lines 2-17, column 275, lines 43-67, column 277, lines 1-49, column 
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279, lines 6-21 -weather to acquire a license or further license means can be copy or new or 
duplicate). 

Therefore, at the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to have modified of Ganesan for a method and system for specifying 
rights in a digital rights license according to events with the features of Ginter for a system and 
method for secure transaction management and electronic rights protection in order to provide a 
trusted environment for generating decryption key keys, encrypting and decrypting information, 
managing the secure communication of keys and other information between electronic 
appliances. 

Referring to claim 25 , Ganesan does not expressly disclose a query section configured to 
make an inquiry about licenses already held by the terminal; a duplicate-license determination 
section configured to determine whether the license requested by the terminal duplicates a 
license already held by the terminal; and a determination-result sending section configured to 
send a determination result by the duplicate-license determination section to the terminal. 

Ginter discloses a query section configured to make an inquiry about licenses already held 
by the terminal (see at least abstract & column 34, lines 1-36, column 37, lines 3-34, column 55, 
lines 48-67, column 59, lines 17-34, column 87, lines 20-55, column 120, lines 37-67, column 
128, lines 52-67, column 159, lines 16-35, column 171, lines 13-44, column 266, lines 2-17, 
column 275, lines 43-67, column 277, lines 1-49, column 279, lines 6-21-weather to acquire a 
license or further license means can be copy or new or duplicate); a duplicate-license 
determination section configured to determine whether the license requested by the terminal 
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duplicates a license already held by the terminal (see at least abstract & column 34, lines 1-36, 
column 37, lines 3-34, column 55, lines 48-67, column 59, lines 17-34, column 87, lines 20-55, 
column 120, lines 37-67, column 128, lines 52-67, column 159, lines 16-35, column 171, lines 
13-44, column 266, lines 2-17, column 275, lines 43-67, column 277, lines 1-49, column 279, 
lines 6-21 -weather to acquire a license or further license means can be copy or new or duplicate); 
and a determination-result sending section configured to send a determination result by the 
duplicate-license determination section to the terminal (see at least abstract & column 34, lines 
1-36, column 37, lines 3-34, column 55, lines 48-67, column 59, lines 17-34, column 87, lines 
20-55, column 120, lines 37-67, column 128, lines 52-67, column 159, lines 16-35, column 171, 
lines 13-44, column 266, lines 2-17, column 275, lines 43-67, column 277, lines 1-49, column 
279, lines 6-21 -weather to acquire a license or further license means can be copy or new or 
duplicate). 

Therefore, at the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to have modified of Ganesan for a method and system for specifying 
rights in a digital rights license according to events with the features of Ginter for a system and 
method for secure transaction management and electronic rights protection in order to provide a 
trusted environment for generating decryption key keys, encrypting and decrypting information, 
managing the secure communication of keys and other information between electronic 
appliances. 
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Examiner's Note: 

5 . The Examiner has pointed out particular references contained in the prior art of record 
within the body of this action for the convenience of the Applicant. Although the specified 
citations are representative of the teachings in the art and are applied to the specific limitations 
within the individual claim, other passages and figures may apply. Applicant, in preparing the 
response, should consider fully the entire reference as potentially teaching all or part of the 
claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art or disclosed by 
the Examiner. 

6. Although Applicant(s) use "means for" in the claim(s) (e.g. claims 1-5, 9-11, 15-17), it is 
the Examiner's position that the "means for" phrase(s) do not invoke 35 U.S.C. 1 12 6 th 
paragraph. If Applicant(s) concur, the Examiner respectfully requests Applicant(s) to either 
amend the claim(s) to remove all instances of "means for" from the claim(s), or to explicitly state 
on the record why 35 U.S.C. 1 12 6 th paragraph should not be invoked. 

Alternatively, if Applicant(s) desire to invoke 35 U.S.C. 1 12 6 th paragraph, the Examiner 
respectfully requests Applicant(s) to expressly state their desire on the record. Upon receiving 
such express invocation of 35 U.S.C. 1 12 6 th paragraph, the "means for" phrase(s) will be 
interpreted as set forth in the Supplemental Examination Guidelines for Determining the 
Applicability of 3 5 USC 112 6\ l 

Failure by Applicant(s) in their next response to also address the 35 U.S.C. 1 12 6 th 
paragraph issues in accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1.1 1 1(b) or to be non-responsive to this issue 
entirely will be considered a desire by Applicants) NOT to invoke 35 U.S.C. 1 12 6 th paragraph. 
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Unless expressly noted otherwise by the Examiner, the preceding discussion on 35 U.S. C. 112 
6 th paragraph applies to all examined claims currently pending. 



Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments filed on May 02, 2008 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

As per claims 1, 2, 6, 8, 9, 12, 14, 15, 19, Applicant argues "Ganesan and Ginter do not 
disclose a license server providing a license for utilizing content; a terminal requesting the 
license from the license server, obtaining the license, and utilizing the content based on the 
license; and duplicate-license determination means for determining whether or not the license 
requested by the terminal from the license server duplicates a license already held by the 
terminal; license-duplication reporting means for reporting license duplication indicating that the 
license requested by the terminal from the license server duplicates a license already held by the 
terminal according to the determination result by the duplicate-license determination means" 
(response pages 13-15). 

Ganesan teaches a license server providing a license for utilizing content (see at least figures 
7, 14, paragraphs 0014-0015, 023 1); and a terminal requesting the license from the license 
server, obtaining the license, and utilizing the content based on the license (see at least abstract, 
paragraphs 0009-0010, 0016, 0044, 0090). Where as Ginter teaches duplicate-license 
determination means for determining whether or not the license requested by the terminal from 
the license server duplicates a license already held by the terminal (see at least abstract & column 
34, lines 1-36, column 37, lines 3-34, column 55, lines 48-67, column 59, lines 17-34, column 
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87, lines 20-55, column 120, lines 37-67, column 128, lines 52-67, column 159, lines 16-35, 
column 171, lines 13-44, column 266, lines 2-17, column 275, lines 43-67, column 277, lines 1- 
49, column 279, lines 6-21 -weather to acquire a license or further license means can be copy or 
new or duplicate); license-duplication reporting means for reporting license duplication 
indicating that the license requested by the terminal from the license server duplicates a license 
already held by the terminal according to the determination result by the duplicate-license 
determination means (see at least abstract & column 34, lines 1-36, column 37, lines 3-34, 
column 55, lines 48-67, column 59, lines 17-34, column 87, lines 20-55, column 120, lines 37- 
67, column 128, lines 52-67, column 159, lines 16-35, column 171, lines 13-44, column 266, 
lines 2-17, column 275, lines 43-67, column 277, lines 1-49, column 279, lines 6-21-weather to 
acquire a license or further license means can be copy or new or duplicate). 

Conclusion 

8. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of 
the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the 
THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on 
the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory 
period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Shahid Kamal whose telephone number is (571) 270-3272. The examiner 
can normally be reached on MONDAY through THURSDAY between the hours of 8:30 AM 
and 7 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Andrew J. Fischer can be reached on (571) 272-6779. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300 for Regular/ After Final Actions 
and 571-273-6714 for Non-Official/Draft. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 

may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 

applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 

system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 

Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 

Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 

9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Shahid Kamal 
August 18, 2008 

/ANDREW J. FISCHER/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3621 



